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Synopsis

How do | give myself to God completely? What happens when | do? This is a book for everyone
who has ever asked these questions. | Dared to Call Him Father is the fascinating true story of
Bilquis Sheikh, a prominent Muslim woman in Pakistan who faced these questions at the
crossroads of her life and found the astonishing answers. Her unusual journey to a personal
relationship with God turned her world upside down - and put her life in danger - as a series of
strange dreams launched her on a quest that would forever consume her heart, mind, and soul.
Originally published in 1978, the book has sold 300,000 copies and is a classic in Muslim
evangelism. Bilquis Sheikh came from a family in Pakistan that held government power for seven
hundred years. She was also the wife of a high ranking government official in Pakistan. She gave
her life to Jesus Christ in 1966. In 1972, sponsored by Samaritan’s Purse, she resettled in the
United States, where she spoke widely and shared her faith with many. Years later she returned to

Pakistan, where she died in 1997. She was given a Christian funeral.
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Customer Reviews

The thing | hated about this book was that | was reading it inbetween breaks at work, and

sometimes | had to put it down. It was gripping throughout, and though the writing might not be that
of Chaucer or Dickins | give it 5 stars because it was so inspirational and encouraging. | want to be
like her! "I Dared" describes the process of a Pakistani noble woman coming to a belief in Jesus as

Lord, through dreams and reading the Bible on her own- though there is continual Christian



community around her and involved with her. She describes aspects of Islam positively, such as the
call of the mu’ezzein from the minarets, which she found comforting, as do I. But she also describes
times when Islamic belief and Pakistani culture serve to hurt. She doesn’t do this negatively, but
simply mentions the facts that happened to her. | was impressed, deeply, at how she was willing to
be lead by God towards whatever He wanted. And not like she was a saint- she shares a process of
learning to give up her rights in favor of God’s. Particularly moving was the segment where she
realizes the necessity of forgiving even her former husband, and how she goes from a place of, "No,
| can’t do that at all God." to "Yes, and if he came to my house today | would welcome him." | also
enjoyed her detailing of the process by which she learned to hear God’s voice. She wasn’t hung up
on a lot of regulations that had built up over the centuries in Christendom about what to do or not to
do, how to be baptized or receive the Spirit, how you listen and what you must do or not do to avoid
certain practices- she just listened and tried to obey. And at the times when she didn’t obey, she

relates with complete honesty how she learned through that.
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